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DELOS NoE 1999-2002
Evaluation Forum
Main results:

Testbeds, Metrics:
A generic scheme for the classification of digital libraries 
A survey exploring the needs for Digital Library Test beds as well 
as the existence of such test beds. 
A MetaLibrary of existing test beds for DL evaluation 

The Budapest Evaluation Workshop:
Two broad themes emerged from the workshop: 
the complementary needs for 

metrics and test beds 
evaluation in the context of specific digital library applications. 



Generic Classification and Evaluation 
Scheme for DLs

The fundamental question: 

“WHO is using WHAT, HOW and WHY?”.
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Table:  DL Classification Scheme and metrics, DELOS NoE



Surveys

Two surveys are conducted:

Survey on existing digital library systems (31 
questions)
Survey on future needs in digital library
test/research environments (21 questions)











Survey of future needs

22 respondents
6 female,16 male
Working domain: 16 research, 
4 professional/business, 2 other

The complete summary:
http://www1.sztaki.hu/servlets/voting/delos/needs?a=view&f=result









Browse the MetaLibrary

You may browse MetaLibrary entries according
the criteria in the following major 
dimensions: 

general data
about users and usage
about applied technologies
about data collection



The Budapest Workshop
6-7 June 2002 

Cooperation DELOS/NSF
Open call for papers
Accepted papers divided in four topical 
groups:

Users and user interfaces
Evaluation in context
Metrics and testbeds
Evaluation of DL services and scalability



Main recommendations

There is complementary needs for
metrics and test beds
evaluation in context of specific digital library 
applications



Research questions

Metrics 
Which criteria besides user satisfaction are important?
How can user satisfaction be measured?

Testbeds
Types of components have to be identified
Interfaces between subsystems have to be well defined:

Semantic aspects
Syntactic aspects

Which kind of collections shall be provided



Research questions

Evaluation in context of specific digital
library applications:

E-learning
User groups
Domain

E-government
E-health
……..



DELOS NoE 2004-2008 
Cluster 7

The main funded activities in 2004:
INEX
CLEF

⇒ give valuable input to 
“Testbeds and metrics”



Evaluation Cluster, Objectives
Evaluation methodologies; infrastructure for specific evaluations

Development of comprehensive theoretical 
framework for DL evaluation, which can serve as 
reference point for evaluation studies in the DL area
Research on new methodologies will be supported 
in order to overcome the lack of appropriate 
evaluation approaches and methods
Development of corresponding toolkits and testbeds
in order to enable new evaluations and to ease the 
application of standard evaluation methods



New projects will be decided in December 
2004

- Evaluation in the context of specific DL 
applications, ?
- focus on specific components
- complete DLs

- Methodologies, Frameworks ?
- In cooperation with other DELOS Clusters, with 

external colleagues?

Activities in the next phase of DELOS NoE is now 
being discussed. 


